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I'H1ts month usually sees the estimates adopted that must govern public library spending for 
the year to come. It is likely to be a testing time for many librarians and we look forward 
with much interest to their experiences this year. The international rearmament programme, 
which authority has told us will not radically change our economic position, must have its 
repercussions on all municipal activities ; expansion, so badly needed and so often deferred, 
is not likely to come immediately. However, as we remarked last month, dismal prophecies 
have so often been confounded by the subsequent facts that we hope 1951 will not be an 
exception. The defence programme may have some Staff effects, especially if the Z reserves 
are called again to the Colours. There is much that we may hope and much we should plan 


We share the gratification of all librarians at the recognition accorded to Mr. Lionel R. 
McColvin in the New Year Honours. The C.B.E. bestowed upon him has been won most 
worthily. Some may have hoped that he would have received an even higher recognition, 
but he is now in his early full maturity with, we trust, many years of superlative service 
before him in which to win further recognition and to do good to his country. Meanwhile 
the C.B.E. is no mean honour and it has never been better deserved. 


Our readers who have access to the Manchesler Review tind in every one of its quarterly 
issues something of genuine interest. An example is the drawing of the prospective Hollyhedge 
Branch Library (page 503) as designed by the City Architeéct. It is a single-storey building 
to comprise lending library, a small book-store and the usual offices. The main part of the 
building is a long room, the front side of it being almost entirely of glass, so that the passer-by 
may have no doubt from the displayed interior he can see of its purpose and attractive character. 
This is of the all-purposes type, holding as it will 20,000 volumes and adults and children 
will share the same room. The site is large enough for extensions. A similar library is in 


\nother feature of the Manchester Review is the account by Miss Joyce V. Wilson, a 
member of the staff, of the year she spent as “interne” library student at the Rochester, N.Y., 
Public Library. This, incidentally gives us a chance to express our appreciation of the con 
structive kindness of Dr. Lowe, the Chief Librarian, in inviting young appropriate English 
librarians to benefit from a salaried sojourn in his system. We have not reached quite this 
position in Britain, although international exchanges of posts have been made between this 
country, America and Commonwealth countries, and the British Council is sponsoring 
similar exchanges or seconding trained British librarians for work in countries outside the 
English-speaking ones. Our nearest approach is the acceptance in several well-known libraries 
of library students for “practice work” for longer or shorter times, usually to be measured in 
weeks. These, we hope, will be extended so that the time may come when every student, 
before reaching associateship, shall have had practical experience of a large library. How 
valuable that must be to assistants in branch libraries, especially in isolated county ones, 
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The account Miss Wilson gives of Rochester shows how well the thing is done there. 
Che staff has a hospitality committee, the chairman of which took charge of the new interne, 
spent two days in showing her the city, and then, on the first day, Dr. Lowe himself con 
ducted her through the building making all the necessary introductions to staff members 
and stressing the items of interest. All the professional staff were university graduates, with a 
year at library school to qualify them B.L.S.° Other graduates, without the library school 
training, served in various capacities at the charging desks and high school boys and girls 
worked as pages making themselves generally useful. Rochester follows the method of special 
departments, in which lending and reterence books are together in each of the special divisions. 
Then comes this “The library was open trom 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. every day except Sundays 
und holidays, but in July and August was closed on Saturdays too. We worked from 9 a.m. 
to 6p.m. or 1 to 9 p.m. with an hour tor meals, but had no breaks for tea or coffee. This 
took a little getting used to at first, but as time went on proved no hardship.” The students 
were given every possible opportunity ; they attended staff book-selection meetings, worked 
in the special departments in turn, meetings of the staff association were open to them, they 
were provided with tickets for the lunch-time meetings of the city club, and in every way 
were welcomed by the Staff. 

* * - 4 

In view of the repeated note in many annual reports on the decline in issues, we have made 
an analysis of a number of cases. It would seem that the average loss last year was 4 per cent 
of the total issues. Although on an issue of two millions this amounts to the large figure 
of 80 thousand issues, the remainder is so much larger that the fluctuation does not suggest 
any great change in reading propensities. The remarkable thing is the continuance of issues 
on the present high level. 

* 4 . a os 

In the field of library publications, the outstanding newcomer is the serial Library Abstract 
»y Mr. and Mrs. Lock (Library Association) which we hope will continue as the three quarterly 
issues already received show an appreciation of the fact that abstracts should be to a great 
extent a substitute for the things abstracted, should give the facts and not merely references to 
them. It is a severe task for the accomplishment of which we cannot be too grateful. There 
have been a few other usetul works of more limited range, some from publishers not formerly 
known in the library field; but no new work of a major scale, although there have been 
reprints of one or two well-known works. 


a * 1 * * * 


In any case, Delzeta, the grading of librarians is too much a local matter at present. 
[radition and the public attitude are that librarians ought to be ill-paid. We must have the 
guts to insist that a berth is worth its real value and that this, and not a person from whom 
we want to find a job, is what must be paid. Library authorities will never be able to learn 
this lesson, unless librarians teach it to them! I do not think this is an easy performance. 
Frankly, we cannot afford to lose our jobs and to push claims too far might, in a few cases, 
end in such a disaster. Therefore, | fear that our progress may be slower than our merits seem 


to warrant. 
+ ‘ * a * * 

We much regret that owing to a printing error in our January number, the title of one 
of Frederick Muller’s books in their advertisement was incorrectly entitled Prisons ON PATERSON 
instead of PATERSON ON PRISONS. 

*: ‘* 


* * 


For space reasons we have been obliged to deter the publication of a letter trom 
Mir. N. E. Dain on the article by Miss Hall in our last two issues. 

. + * 4 A * 

\s our obituary notices on other pages show, January has seen the passing, full of years 
ind with the respect of all librarians, of three who in various ways have influenced libraries : 
ti. D. Roberts the educator, R. A. Peddie the bibliographer, and Mrs. Millicent Beatrice 
Jast who for twenty years was the wite of Louis Stanley Jast. 
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Reference Libraries or Book Museums? 


By ArtrHurR C, JONES 


Our public reference libraries contain books of two kinds: those which are there by reason 
of the information which they contain—the dictionaries, the directories, the standard works ; 
in short the reference books proper and those which are there for bibliographical reasons 
the old, the rare, the expensive and the like. Our older and larger public libraries have valuable 
collections of these bibliographical curiosities and works of art. The smaller libraries find 
themselves in much the same position as the younger municipal art galleries. Masterpieces 
being expensive and hard to come by, they are thrown back on the minor and the contemporary 

words which are by no means intended synonymously. In the case of the libraries this has 
usually resulted in the accumulation of small collections of private press books and first 
editions. We all like to believe that we are bookmen as well as librarians, and the temptation 
to expend public money on such apparently desirable acquisitions is ever present and is not 
easily resisted. 

But the fact that a book is in itself desirable does not necessarily mean that it is a useful 
addition to the public library, and at the root of our attitude towards such purchases must lie 
our conception of the purpose for which the library exists. There is an important difference 
here between the rate-supported library and the rate-supported art gallery. The public art 
gallery today is the foremost patron of the visual arts ; and it provides the only means whereby 
the citizen may educate his taste at first hand, and thereafter in some measure satisfy it. 
The public library stands in no such relation to the art of book produétion. It may legitimately 
seek to Stimulate and educate the public taste; it cannot, and indeed must not attempt to 
satisfy it. 

The sphere of the public library is knowledge, contained for the most part in books ; 
the books themselves are beyond its ken. The library must have well-produced books because 
well-produced books are more efficient tools for the communication of knowledge than are 
badly-produced books. But there is a point at which a book ceases to be a tool and becomes 
a work of art. Just as no-one today would dream of keeping salt in Cellini’s Saliera, so no-one 
would study Chaucer in either the Caxton or the Kelmscott editions. The satisfaction to be 
derived from reading the Kelmscott Chaucer, or the Ashendene Spenser, or the Shakespeare 
Head Quartos is more than the words themselves can give. It is a delight in fine craftsmanship, 
in the feel of good paper and the appreciation of a balanced page. And ultimately, such is 
human nature, it is the pride of possession. The public library can feel no pride in possessing 
these things. A librarian may do so, if he can persuade himself that the library is really his 
as of course he can if he is a good librarian. But it is not for such purposes that public money 
should be spent. There are few texts which the library needs that are not available in excellent 
working editions, often themselves supremely fine examples of book-produétion for their 
purpose, which is the library’s purpose. 

The undoubted “information value” of first editions cannot be denied, and they may 
sometimes legitimately form part of a library’s acquisitions even after they have become 
‘collectors’ items,” but the works of art can be left to persons of flesh and blood who are 
really able to appreciate them, and if the Kelmscotts must go to the long purses, well there 
are plenty of compensations for bookmen of lesser affluence. 

The sphere of the public library is knowledge, not books. But knowledge necessarily 
includes knowledge of books and book-production: the Stimulation of interest in and 
appreciation of books, both as tools and as works of art, as a result of which book-borrowers 
may become book-buyers, and book-buyers, be it whispered, may become book-colleétors. 
Che student printer must be enabled to see the most worthy examples of his craft ; the paper- 
maker, the illustrator and the book-binder likewise ; and the ordinary reader, whom these 
exist to serve, must be enabled to appreciate their craft, and if he will their art. The public 
library is justified in purchasing limited and fine editions only so far as they fit into its scheme 
for the provision of information and cultural propaganda, and it necessarily follows that the 
collection of fine printing must be no less freely available to readers than any other part of the 
reference stock ; must indeed be brought continually to their attention by means of displays 
and more formal exhibitions, since its purpose is largely to awaken interest, not to satisfy it. 
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In addition, there devolves upon a few the responsibility of ensuring that specimens of 
such treasures are preserved for posterity. (The word “specimens” describes admirably the 
Status of these copies, and the purchase of books for such degradation can be regarded only 
as an unfortunate necessity). For the public library to go farther would be to defeat its own 
objec. The interest which it has rightly stimulated naturally gives rise to the desire to possess, 
and with possession there comes inevitably greater appreciation and greater interest; that 
is why colleéting is a galloping mania, and so often the foundation of profound scholarship. 
It is the height of folly for the library to frustrate the book-buyers it has helped to create by 
cornering “colleétors’ items” for itself. The book can be fully enjoyed as a work of art only 
by its owner, as every appreciative collector knows. The responsibility for sharing his pleasure, 
so far as it can be shared, with his friends, must lie with the owner, and with “‘Grolier et 
\Amicorum” as their inspiration book-collectors have shown that they are aware of that 
responsibility. The library which steps in and says, “Look here, it’s obvious that you can’t 
all possess this very desirable book ; therefore the library shall buy it and all may come and 
admire,” reveals itself as just another unimaginative, impersonal public department. The age 
of the great private collections may be over, but our far too common dog-in-the-manger 
attitude is helping to rob readers—our readers, be it noted—of the pleasure of building up 
small ones. We would do well to ask ourselves whether we are really interested in encouraging 
the love of books, or whether we are concerned merely with library books and our own 
mounting issues. 


An Application of the Colon Technique 


Durinc 1949 I worked as a cataloguer under Mr. A. J. Wells, who is a convinced exponent 
of the new theories of classification embodied in Dr. Ranganathan’s works. At first, I must 
admit, the talk of facet analysis, phase analysis, fundamental constituent elements, chain 
procedure and all the rest of it, seemed a lot of high falutin’ nonsense. 


As an ordinary cataloguer, I was accustomed to hunt through the schedules of Dewey 
until a head was found which fitted the subject of the book. For subject index headings | 
consulted Sears and, where this proved ineffectual, trusted to my own experience to conjure 
up a suitable term. The process seemed straight-forward enough though resulting in the 
usual inevitable crop of queries. 

Vaguely | was aware that difficult placings arose out of three main causes : an awkward 
collocation in the schedules, a difficult subject and an absence of any place in the schedules 
for the subject in hand. I do not think it an exaggeration to say that the Colon technique 
as taught by Mr. Wells has largely disposed of all three of these difficulties and has brought 
about a certain uniformity in our placings which at one time was noticeably lacking. At last 
too, we have a systematic way of selecting terms for our subject index. No longer are we 
confused by the dictionary catalogue entries suggested in Sears. 

The most difficult part of the technique it seems to me now, was learning to see a subject 
not as a whole but as a fusion of several parts. This mental process is called facet analysis. 
As the term implies, each subject has, in the mind of the classifier, a series of distinét parts 
which resolve roughly under five heads called: the personality facet, and matter, energy, 
space and time facets. Once understood, this formula can be applied in turn to the schedules 
of Dewey. Its application has not so far been recorded, but there is no reason why notes of 
guidance could not be added where necessary at Main class heads. 

Ranganathan asserts that the various characteristics of division employed by the maker 
of a classification will resolve into four groups or concepts : 

Matter, Energy, Space, Time. 

This should not be difficult to grasp. Matter is, of course, the material under consideration. 
Energy covers a wider field than the term suggests, and includes the problem, the method, 
the technique, etc. (i.e. what we might call Mental Energy.) Space and Time explain themselves. 

To complete the formula, an over all concept must be added—one which will give these 
four parts their specific connotation, Ranganathan calls this “Personality” which enables 
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the formula to be applied to any subject which is capable of division. The formula now 
stands thus :— 

(Personality) (Matter) (Energy) (Space) (Time). 

This, according to Ranganathan, represents the ideal order, but in the schedules of 
Dewey this is not always the case. 

Classifying a book begins with the usual practice of selecting the main class containing 
its subjects and asking oneself which of these five elements are fused into its specific subject. 
Some facets will not be covered. The number will vary depending on the denotation of the 
subject. Next examine the schedules and decide what order of facets has been chosen as the 
basis of division. Choose that class number which expresses the first facet of the subject of the 
book. If the classification allows for further sub-division by the other facets, add the digits 
which express those sub-divisions. If it does not, then the facets cannot be represented and 
the subjeét of the book is left at the general head. 

\n example may make this clearer. In the class Vegetable Gardening at 635 the apparent 
facet formula is (I) Personality (2) Energy. “Personality” in vegetable gardening is the crop 
cultivated—-you cannot garden without producing (or hoping to produce) a crop. “Energy” 
expresses what is done to produce a crop. Therefore when classifying a book on vegetable 
vardening, the first thing to determine is, what is the crop ? The second problem is, what 
method of cultivation is involved ? 

Now let us submit a book on vegetable gardening under cloches to this formula. 

635 (Personality) (Energy) 
where personality is the crop cultivated and energy is what is done to produce a crop. The 
other parts of the formula are inapplicable. It is now necessary to substitute the appropriate 
symbol from the schedules in place of the items within the brackets. 

The crop cultivated—vegetables—otherwise the Personality can only be successfully 
represented by using every symbol for every vegetable. This of course, creates an impossible 
situation and the personality part of the formula becomes vacant. The “Energy” is cloche 
culture. Here, however, there is no symbol to represent this and the book must be classified 
at the general head. 

There may appear to be little point in this elaborate system of arriving at what some may 
consider the obvious, but if it is understood, it immediately achieves two things. Firstly 
there can be no disagreement as to where the book shall be classed. Once its personality is 
understood, there can be no fear of it being classed under its energy in some other part of 
the schedules: that is cloche culture in this case under farming. Here our catalogue did 
show that previous cataloguers favoured this method with an added entry under 635. 
“Favoured” is generous—the muddle was considerable. The same confusion also arose with 
books on fertilizers for gardeners. Notes in Dewey and the Subject Index (or Sears) 
undoubtedly helped then to provide a consistency among successive cataloguers. But, as 
in most libraries, it is impossible to record every trifling decision and much must be left to 
the personal skill of the cataloguer. 

Secondly this system enables a systematic approach to the question of providing subject 
headings which I will come to in a moment. Before passing on to this, 1 would like to give 
one more example of the application of Ranganathan’s formula to Dewey. 

Subject ; Tomato growing under cloches for the gardener. 

Gardening—635 

635 (Personality—Tomatoes) | (Energy—Cloche culture) 

635 (-64) (Vacant—not allowed for at this head) 

The classification number is therefore 635.64 with no added entry. 

The technique relating to subject index building follows naturally out of the analytical 
approach. It has the effe¢t of making the subjeét index the exaét complement of the classified 
catalogue. ‘ 

The theory of the classified catalogue is that it leads a reader from the general to the 
specific. If a reader wishing to find information on tomato cultivation looks under Gardening 
he is led by the guide cards through the divisions of 635 to the specific division 635.64. 
[he reader interested however in the method of cultivation would find his material scattered 
among these “crop” collections with the exception of those books treating of the method of 
cultivation unrelated to any particular crop. 
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Added entries cannot be made to cover each facet contained in every subjeét without 
considerably increasing the size of the catalogue. Admittedly, this could be done and it would 
answer the purpose. There is, however, a far simpler method. Chain procedure in subjeé 
index building provides a method which automatically sets up the necessary headings to 
ensure that the problems both of specific referencing and of distributed facets are taken care of. 

The method is this. When a book arrives for cataloguing it is first assigned a class 
number. Subject index entries will then be made for every link in the chain from the specific 
to the general regardless of whether there are books aétually in the library which fall in these 
more general heads. 

Take for example Tomato cultivation which has been placed at 635.64. Now assume 
this to be the only book the library possesses on the subje¢ét. Working from the class number 
from right to left the “4” represents Tomatoes. Now we must ask ourselves “Does 
this term require qualification ? Has it more than one aspect ?”’ In this case it does and has. 
It could be tomatoes in botany, art or even theatrical criticism. The selection of any qualifica- 
tion is made from a detailed examination of the class number from right to left. “6” represents 
Edible seeds and fruits. 

Our subject heading will now read Tomatoes: Edible seeds and fruits. Now we must 
again consider the need for further qualifying this by studying the rest of the class number. 
Chis would produce the rather clumsy heading: TOMATOES: Edible seeds and fruits : 
Gardening. As the middle phrase adds nothing which is not already implied it can be left out. 


Following the chain procedure, headings mas? now be found for 635.6, 635, 630 and 600. 


EDIBLE SEEDS AND FRUITS: Gardening 635.6 


GARDENING 635 
AGRICULTURI 630 
USEFUL ARTS 600 


[hese headings are the basic ones. 635.6 has been included here to illustrate the “‘chain” 
but in actual practice it is unlikely a cataloguer would consider using such a heading. Dewey’s 
terminology has sometimes to be adapted in order to produce an acceptable subject heading, 
and often a different choice ot words is required. (FLOWERS : Gardening might be preferred 
to FLORICULTURE. 

By adopting this chain procedure tor every book which is added to the library a reader 
is bound to find the subject he seeks. If he does not choose the specific term when consulting 
the subject index but looks up a class heading, the guide cards and the classification itself 
will lead him in the classified catalogue to his subject. 


Where Dewey does not sub-divide his schedules as in the case of Tomato growing under 
cloches for the gardener at 635.64, the cataloguer must imagine a sub-division and index 
accordingly. Hence for this subject, the index entries would read : 


CLOCHES: Tomato cultivation 635.64 


TOMATOES : Gardening 635.64 
GARDENING 635 
AGRICULTURE 630 
USEFUL ARTS 600 


It will be apparent that cloche cultivation of all types will receive an alphabetical entry 
in the subject index and will thus bring together this distributed secondary facet. This 
method also eliminates the necessity for many added entries which were originally set up 
to overcome the same problem. 

Part of the mechanics of this method of indexing is in the setting up of a two-way index 
for the cataloguer : a subject index—i.e. an exact copy of the public index—and a “schedule” 
index which is, in essence, the subject index in reverse. This represents all the class numbers 


used with the subject headings chosen for them. 

[ realise that I have given here merely an outline of the Colon technique as it can be 
applied to the problems of classification and cataloguing. There are many problems Still to 
be solved but I am convinced that this is a method which, when finally adapted will contribute 
much to the efficiency of the catalogue. 


E. }. Exuis, A.L.A. 
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First Post War Library 


ENGLAND’S first post-war permanent public library building has been opened at Muller Road, 
Bristol, by the Lord Mayor of the City, Alderman F. A. Parish, C.B.E. 

The Libraries Committee were proud to mark two important occasions with the ceremony. 
One was the closing of the centenary year of the Libraries A&t of 1850 and the other was the 
retirement from office of the City’s Librarian, Mr. James Ross, who has been in the Corporation 
service for 31 years. 

The Duke of Edinburgh, who is president of the Library Association, sent a message of 
congratulation in which he said that the excellence of the Bristol Public Library Service had 
long been widely known. 

The new library is an attractive modern building of the one-room type, measuring 67 ft. 
by 30 ft. and serving the combined purposes of lending library and reading room. There is 
accommodation for 10,000 volumes. The library is tastefully furnished and the design and 
craftsmanship of wooden fixtures has an attractive functional beauty. 

The first book to be issued was Trevelyan’s English Social History which was presented 
to the Lady Mayoress by the City Librarian on behalf of Messrs. Longmans Green, the 
publishers. 


Retirement of Mr. James Ross 


Mr. James Ross, for many years a distinguished member of the libraries service of this country 
and for 31 years a highly valued officer of the Bristol Corporation, has recently retired. 

He is succeeded as City Librarian by Mr. W. S. Haugh. 

Mr. Ross came to Bristol as Deputy City Librarian in 1919 becoming City Librarian 
in 1931. He has been Chairman of the South Western Regional Library System since its 
inception 13 years ago, and is President of the South Western Branch of the Library Associa- 
tion. He has served on many committees associated with librarianship, and has been a much- 
sought lecturer. 

\t a meeting of the Bristol Libraries Committee warm tributes were paid to him by 
every member. It was stated that “in the organisation and administration of the library service 
he had shown outstanding ability and efficiency” and his extensive knowledge of literature 
and local history was appreciated. In addition, he has been responsible for a very popular 
winter lecture system which has introduced leading writers and thinkers to the citizens of 
Bristol. 

The close of his service coincides with the end of the centenary year of the Public 
Libraries AG and Mr. Ross has invested both occasions with the glory of a new achievement 
the opening of a new Bristol branch library which is the first permanent public library building 
to be opened in this country since the war. 

Speaking at the last meeting of the Libraries Committee Mr. Ross gave a review of the 
development of Bristol’s public library system during his City Librarianship and outlined the 
plans which he was now handing over for future development. 

Mr. Ross said, “Thirty years ago the Libraries contained 190,000 volumes (the stock 
is now 455,506) there were 19,063 registered borrowers (now nearly 100,000) and the cir- 
culation of books was 565,166, compared with over three and a half million at the end of 
June, 1950. There are indications that even these figures will be exceeded next year. There 
were then nine service points; there are now 17. Unlike the present open access system 
barriers were then set between the borrowers and the books, and they experienced great 
difficulty in dealing through “pigeon holes” with the assistants in their cages. 

“As the Committee is aware large areas of the city are still without any library facilities. 
i:xcellent sites for new branches have already been secured, and negotiations are proceeding 
regarding the acquisition of others. I hope that in accordance with the Committee’s recom- 
mendation the necessary steps will be taken to ensure that a branch library is included as an 
integral part of any additional housing unit that may be developed, and in this connection 
the City Planning Officer has kindly undertaken to keep this Committee informed regarding 
the location of new housing estates. The Extension Programme was designed to develop 
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the library system so that it would serve the entire population within a reasonable period 
after the war. 

“Until this development takes place there will be large and thickly populated areas in 
the city where residents have no library facilities convenient to their homes. 

“Although the need for an extension of the Central Library may not arise for some time 
an adjoining site has been reserved for the purpose.” 

Mr. Ross outlined plans for the extension of the library service, including a microfilm 
library, illustrations collection, loan collections and so on. 

One of the unique features of recent years has been the opening of the Southmead 
Hospital Library, a fine modern library within the hospital for the use of staff and patients, 
with book trolleys tor ward-service. The library is the first of its kind in the country and has 


attracted world-wide interest. 


Some Contemporary South African Writers 
By H. V. Bonny, F.L.A. 


Tue works of some earlier South African authors are well known in Britain—-Olive Schreiner 

“Story of an African Farm’’), Fitzpatrick (“Jock of the Bushveld”), Pauline Smith (““The 
Beadle”), etc. Today, the works of Sarah Gertrude Millin, Stuart Cloete, Roy Campbell, 
Oliver Walker, Noel Langley, and others, are normally published in Britain. Recently, Alan 
Paton’s “Cry the Beloved Country” has been reported a best-seller. 

But, there are living in South Africa today several authors of merit whose works 
are published in their own country. The demand for South African publishing on its present 
scale has risen partly because many books are now printed in Afrikaans and partly because 
of the publishing difficulties in Britain. Well known publishing houses are: Juta, Howard 
Timmins, Stewart Publishing Company, Shuter and Shooter, Maskew Miller, Afrikaanse 
Pers, etc. Recently, two other concerns have commenced : the Silver Leaf Press and Dassie 
Books. The former are concerned primarily with fine printing, and the latter are producing 
paper covered editions of the South African classics. 

There are also a number of other publishing houses concerned primarily with the 
production of books, particularly school textbooks, and periodicals in Afrikaans. As the 
population becomes more bilingual, and as the Afrikaans language develops, there naturally 
develops the demand for and the production of books in Afrikaans. Nowadays, over 100 
novels in Afrikaans are produced annually. This may not seem a large number, but it must 
be remembered that the European population of the Union of South Africa is only a little over 
two million, of whom some 60 per cent have Afrikaans as their home language. 

It may seem Strange, but as perhaps is natural with a young country with an exciting 
recent history, many South African books are non-fiction or are founded on fact. One of the 
most versatile authors is Eric Rosenthal. His writings include a biography of the famous 
Boer leader, General De Wet; a history of the Witwatersrand, “Gold Bricks and Mortar” ; 
an account of Basutoland, “‘South African Switzerland,” and he has edited the “South African 
Saturday Book.” 

Lawrence Green is concerned mostly with the early days at the Cape and with South 
West Africa. “Tavern of the Seas” is about the Cape; and “Where men Still dream,” “So 
few are free’ and ““To the River’s end” are primarily about South West Africa and the desert 
areas. John Marsh writes of South West Africa in ““Skeleton Coast,” and of the Marion Islands 


in ““No pathway here.” 
Every country has its call for books on crime and well known South African cases are 
recalled by Benjamin Bennett in his ““The clues condemn”’ and “Too late for Tears.” 
Comparatively tew of the prominent figures in public life have produced their auto- 
biographies. Exceptions have been G. A. L. Green, H. M. Morris, Manfred Nathan, Deneys 
Reitz, but these have all passed on. Thomas Boydell passed half a lifetime as a Member of 
Parliament and Senator and his experiences are to be found in “My luck was in” and “My 
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Biographies are becoming increasingly popular. ““The Pagel Story” by Carel Birkby, 
deals with the circus proprietor of that name. Manfred Nathan’s “‘Paul Kruger : his life and 
times” is an interesting and authoritative account. H. W. D. Longden’s “Red Buffalo” has 
just been published and promises to be one of the outstanding books of the year. It is primarily 
a biography of his cousin, H. M. Longden, and deals with the Cape of half a century ago and 
with early Rhodesian history. 

A biography of a different sort was Frank Wightman’s ““The wind is free.” It deals with 
his adventures with his yacht. 

More academic is the work of Dr. A. M. Keppel-Jones. His book, ““When Smuts goes,” 
first published three years ago, is a provocative peep into South Africa’s future political 
history. A second edition, long overdue in view of the sudden demand for this book which 
was occasioned by political events in the Union in 1948, is shortly to be published. He has 
recently written a “History of South Africa”—a book which can be recommended to all, 
imparting as it does a balanced and reasonably unprejudiced view. 

Three women writers are Barbara Campbell Tait, author of ““Cape Cameos”; V. M. 
Fitzroy, whose ““Cabbages and Cream” and “‘Mornings at Seven” deal with life on a South 
African farm and with life in a little backveld dorp in the early part of this century; and 
Madeleine Masson, author of ““Lady Anne Barnard” and a novel “This narrowing lust.” 

H. C. Bosman is the author of a first rate book of short stories, ““Mafeking Road.” They, 
particularly, are deserving of a much wider public and it is to be hoped that they will be 
published in England. He has also written a novel of prison life, ““The Cold Stone Jug.” 
Recently, he collaborated with C. Bredell in producing “Veld trails and pavements,” an 
anthology of South African short stories. 

Lastly, a factual book which makes both inspiring and interesting reading is Hockly’s 
“The story of the British settlers of 1820 in South Africa.” 

The above are a few of the present-day South African authors whose work is mainly 
published in the Union and whose books are likely to be of interest to those who have had 
some contaét with South Africa—if only a few days at the Cape or at Durban during the 
recent War. 

Most publishers issue lists of their publications, but unfortunately there are no trade 
periodicals giving up to date information about recent and forthcoming books. The best 
list is probably that contained in the bulletin of the South African Public Library in Cape 
Town. There are two bibliographies of South African books: Nienaber’s “Bibliogratie 
van Afrikaanse Boeke,” and the ‘South African Catalogue of Books,” edited by Nico S. 
Coetzee. The former contains only information regarding books in Afrikaans and is in two 
volumes, Volume 1 covering the period 1861 to 1943, and Volume 2 the period from 1943 
to 1948. The “South African Catalogue” is an annual and includes all South African 
publications irrespective of language. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


DEAR ERATOSTHENES, 

As you in your New Year letter seem to suggest 

THE Hour 

in which we write continues the pretty evil hours of the recent months. That China, with 
whom we have had no real quarrel for a century should have appeared in arms against us and 
the whole world, is a grievous matter which adds to our general uncertainities. We now face 
not only the vast re-armament programme, which one Minister says will not greatly extend 
our “economy” (to use the current jargon) and another says will demand great sacrifices ; 
there is also the shadow of the recall to arms of our staffs; and I, too, fear that the enemies 
of libraries will again become vocal and use the situation as an excuse to cut our funds; in 
any case, progress may be halted. Even if these forecasts, if I may call such nebulous specu- 
lations by so formidable a word, are as wrong as I want them to be, I am hopeful that librarians 
in general have been able to sustain reasonable budgets and to keep the forward look in 
their planning. Present clouds should be noted carefully but should provide no excuse for 
too modest claims on our part. 
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IN THE SITUATION 
I am not sure that some disservice is not being done, unconsciously | am convinced, by those 
who write about libraries. They seem to be so aware that we have not reached our ideals 
that, whenever they write, they lay emphasis on the shortcomings, inadequacy and inequalities 
of library service. (I am speaking now only of Municipal and County libraries.) I heard, 
indeed, in the Woman’s Hour of the B.B.C. an attractive little talk by a woman on “What I 
owe to my public library,” where the pleasurable profit she received from the local shelves 
was untainted by any condescension or reservations. We know there are many who are 
equally appreciative of the work we try to do; otherwise, how comes it that nearly every 
annual report I see has some tribute from readers to services rendered ? | am moved, therefore, 
to ask you if librarians, when addressing the public, should not refrain from stressing short- 
comings rather than achievements ? I happened to switch on the other evening (on January 20 
I think) just in time to hear the concluding sentences of the Home and Overseas broadcast, 
which consisted of excerpts from the article in the January Quarterly Review which Dr. Esdaile 
contributed on one hundred years of public libraries. | have read that article, and, given the 
whole, it is innocuous, but in the broadcast—or that part of it which I heard—it seemed to 
isolate and magnify many of our deficiencies. You know I am the last to advocate an ostrich 
policy about our work ; but we ought to insist upon the marvellous progress libraries have 
made ; a progress which was a miracle of accomplishment against odds at present unimagin- 
able until 1919, and has since been remarkable ; indeed surely we are afraid of comparison 
with no other country. I do not acquiesce in the assertion of Miss Elizabeth Hall, in Tuer 
LipraRY Wor.p last month, “the Library Association examinations place a great deal of 
emphasis upon technical processes, and yet it is a paradox that the technical processes in 
English libraries are less ably carried out than in American libraries.” I merely deny it. I am 
however, concerned with the possible 
Errects OF SELF-DEPRECIATION. 
What is your experience of that ? Is it a Stimulus to the improvement of the libraries which are 
alleged to be bad ? In a few places such it may have proved to be. In most, however, the re- 
action is the exact opposite. “If these things are so bad, why waste our money on them ? ” 
was a question I was posed by a council member who read a bit of one of our famous 
exposures. Libraries that are indifferent in actual fact do not inspire their owners to improve 
them; they merely suggest that they can be allowed to decay still more. Certain forms of 
publicity do us no good. 
REPORTING 

I suppose it is the speed of modern life that makes the journalist, for example, treat facts 
in so cavalier a manner. Or is it the lack of space that makes him do it ? What do you think 
of this sentence in a quite well-known journal :— 

““Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The city’s libraries (80,000 ticket-holders) have ten gir! 
librarians to assist borrowers in choosing fiction.” ? 

It is true to this extent: there is, in the re-organized central library, a staff of ten trained 
librarians competent to assist readers. They actually do assist the choice of novels but this 
is the smallest part of their work. This is only one example. | was talking to a group on the 
ultimate triumph of art over the artisan, instancing the beauty of the modern car as compared 
with the earliest cars which once a year travel from London to Brighton; how the modern 
vase-like cooling towers of electricity works had achieved a not unpleasing form, and what a 
beautiful thing in certain lights was the Battersea Power Station. This came out as “the 
lecturer said that there was beauty in modern life as shown by modern houses and factory 
chimneys.” It seems a wonder of translation! But possibly the best example resulted from 
my saying this :—‘‘Dr. Johnson said that only a fool read to the end every book he began 
to read.” A book could be unsuitable for a reader. This emerged as, “The librarian said that 
few books were worth reading through.” Of course the last sentence may have its truth for 
some folks. It was not what I said. Is it useless to attempt to combat this perverse ingenuity - 
In some cases it matters little but in most it is no good to libraries. 

How fortunate Mr, Lamb seems to be in his photographers. He is much more than that 
ot course, but 
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PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY 








PUBLICATIONS 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ATOMIC ENERGY 


By Frank Gaynor 


“A veritable “Who's Who’ of atomic SCIENCE.”—J/ndustrial Canada $7.50 


SLAVONIC ENCYCLOPEDIA 
Edited by Joseph H. Roucek 


This monumental work aims to open the door to the largest kindred group of people 


in the world. 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Edited by Dr. Vernon C. Branham and Dr. Samuel B. Kutash 


This comprehensive work combines the efforts of 61 outstanding specialists in every 


phase of the subject. 


PROBLEMS OF MEN 
By John Dewey 
“A Mighty Book.’’—New York Times. 
DICTIONARY OF PHILOSOPHY 
Dagobert D. Runes, Editor 


“Earmarked by a correctness that is inescapable.”’- 
Dean JAMES F. CARROLL, Duquesne University $6.00 


PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY, Publishers 


15 East 40th Street, Desk 374 
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$18.50 


$12.00 


New York 16, N.Y. 











The Pink House 


NELIA GARDNER WHITE 


10s. 6d. 


“One of the best examples of the “family” 
novel I have read for a long time. It has the 
charm of so many tales told by a stay-at-home 
of a vigorous family in which there are mys 
teries of blood and clashes of character. This 
time the story-teller is a cripple who comes as 
an orphan to a lovely old house. The reade 
becomes so familiar with the pink house that 
after putting the book down one takes it up 


again with a sense of going indoors.’ 


Edith Shackleton (Lady) 


Tuek’s Girl 


MARCEL WALLENSTEIN 
10s. 6d. 


‘ Tuck's Girl has distinction. Anna 
Garrish has lived with a killer, and the story is 
simply of her desperate efforts to bribe a 
crooked lawyer to get him out of gaol. The 
book is vividly written, has an unusual instinct 
for telling detail and is built, not just thrown 
together like a jackdaw’s nest. The Book 
Society has rightly recommended it as some- 
thing quite out of the ordinary run and ruck 


of murder-pursuit fiction.” 


John Garrett (Spectator) 


CONSTABLE 
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Tue Crry Lrpraries OF SHEFFIELD 
which is the title of its 93rd Annual Report has two capital photographs as frontispiece, 
which show Sir Ronald Adam opening the Ecclesall Branch Library in a park-like garden 
lawn surrounded by trees. On the platform with him are the Lord Mayor (Alderman Mrs, 
Grace Tebbutt) and our old friend the chairman, Councillor A. Ballard and the City Librarian 
in one of the best portraits I have seen ; and, in other parts of the report are delightful blocks 
of the new branch, which is in an adapted mansion. That of the small Reference Section, 
with folk-weave curtains to the floor-to-ceiling windows each of which frames a lovely view, 
carpeted floor, comfortable chairs, is most pleasant and the Lending Library (11,378 vols. 
and Junior Section (2,627) show the same sort of outlook. New children’s libraries have been 
devised out of rooms used formerly for other purposes for the industrial districts of Atter- 
cliffe and, on a smaller scale, at Tinsley. I rejoice that even in the constricted days in which 
we live such things can be done. Do not regard this as an account of the Sheffield report ; 
it is one aspect of it merely. Perhaps you will study this admirable document in one of your 
letters and, with it, those of Bristol and of Croydon, the last that Mr. Ross and Mr. Sharp 
respectively will write while in office. All three are as good in their individual ways, as any 
in the long series to which they belong. 
Mr. SYDNEY 

I admire the equanimity with which you reply to Mr. Sydney’s letter, especially as 
nothing in your own seemed to deserve it. Probably this was because, being anonymous 
correspondents, we exercise every care for the feelings of our critics. They have a perfect 
right to their views and the expression of them. I read the last paragraph of Mr. Sydney’s 
letter with complete approval of the principles it enunciates. But, of course, it was sent 





to the wrong address. 


Vale! 
CALLIMACHUS., 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers on “LETTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.” 


—Editor, THe Lrsprary WorLD. 


Personal News 


Mr. Henry A. Sharp, who has been Chief 


Librarian of Croydon since January, 1948, 
retires under the age rule on March 3lst. 
His great reputation was of course won during 
his long service as Deputy Librarian but he 
has won golden opinions in the higher office 
and his going is causing general regret. 

He will be succeeded by Mr. T. E. Callander 

-himself a Croydon-born man, although not 
a former assistant tbere. 


Miss J. Ford, Junior Assistant, Worcester 
P.L. to be Junior Assistant, Bethnal Green P.L. 


Miss D. Roberts to be Junior Assistant, 


Bethnal Green P.L. 


Miss R. A. Stratton to be Junior Assistant, 
Bethnal Green P.L. 


As we go to press we 
regret the death of Mr. J. 


announce with 
\. Charlton Deas 


who was for 35 years Director of Sunderland 
Libraries, Museum and Art Gallery. 





Obituary 


Henry Davip Roserts, who died in January 
at Preston Manor, Brighton, within a month 
of his 81st birthday will remain in the record 
of our profession as the main founder of its 
professional education system. He went to 
London in 1893 as the first librarian and clerk 
to the St. Saviour’s Library, Christchurch, 
then an independent parish authority’s library 
(librarians, it will be observed, were young 
in those days) and had come by way of 
Worcester, where he was born on February 
6th, 1870, and Newcastle-upon-Tyne where 


he was one of the group of well-known 
librarians who were sent forth by W. J. 
Haggerston. He remained there until 1905 


when his parish had been absorbed into the 
new metropolitan borough of Southwark. 
It was there that the fame he won purely 
as a librarian was eStablished. He became 
almost immediately a member of the Library 
Association Council, and within a year or two 
was made Hon. Secretary, under the chair- 
manship of Charles Welsh, Guildhall Librarian, 
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THE HOUSE WITHOUT WINDOWS 


by MAURICE SANDOZ 


WITH COLOURED ILLUSTRATIONS 
by SALVADOR DALI 
Cloth Bound 15s. net 


William Campion, Publishers 


THE RENT THAT’S DUE TO LOVE 


A collection of Welsh Verse dating from the 6th century 
to the present day. With Welsh and English translations 
side by side. Collected and translated by: 
PROFESSOR GWYN WILLIAMS 
Cloth Bound 7s. 6d. net 


Editions Poetry London, Ltd. 
VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, 8.W.1 


JJ* 




















Horse & Rider ALFRED WILSON 
LIMITED 


Eight Centuries of Equestrian Paintings 





Introduction by Geoffrey Grigson. With 2 Est. 1851 
colour plates and 64 in black and white. 
Descriptive notes. we ; : 
lo all Librarians, wherever they 


4 9 are, at Home or Overseas, we extend 

Children S to you expert guidance in the choice 
* 

Portraits 


of literature and _ periodicals. 

As Booksellers and Export News- 
The World of the Child in European Painting agents known throughout the world 
for our individual service and prompt 
Introduction by Bettina Hirlimann. With 


3 colour plates and 80 in black and white. apes : : 
Descriptive notes. invite you to write for our brochure, 


Both books 10ins. by 7 ins., cloth bound, which has full details of our services 
% ~ - 5 7} 
12s. 6d. Reproductions in finest photo- and our book catalogues. 

gravure, one to-a page. 


THAMES & HUDSON 


Distributors: Constable & Co. Lid., 


attention given to all enquiries, we 





7, Ship Tavern Passage 


12 Orange Street, London, W.C.2 London . 4 E.C.3 
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of the Education Committee, which was 
Striving with the difficult task of providing a 
suitable training scheme for library assistants. 


Roberts was the principal force in a series of 


Summer Schools held in London in 1897 for 
a week the last day of which was an examina- 
tion ; a second was similarly his in 1898; and, 
while he was still secretary, the courses began 
which were in later years to be held regularly 
at the London School of Economics. His 
vigour and enthusiasm were unbounded and 
to second him, and to do much of the secretary 
work for him, he had as sub-librarian at St. 
Saviour’s, Bertie Mason Headicar—-a man to 
whom librarians owe more than they know. 
Later he gave courses himself at the L.S.E. 
on Bibliography, one of which this writer 
attended. 


After a brief interregnum, in which he 
was consulting librarian to the new borough 
of Hackney and held one or two commercial 
posts, he went to Brighton as Direétor of the 
Libraries, Museums and Art Galleries. He 
found a field congenial in every way and made 
Brighton almost the sole centre of his interest. 
He remained a member of the L.A. Council ; 
indeed his services won him the Hon. F.L.A., 
and the L.A.A., too, gave him its Hon. 
Fellowship. One of his boasts was that he was 
for many years the only person with the 
double honour. But, it is probable that the 
interest of the Art Directing he was called upon 
to do, and did with such success that Brighton 
shows were national events, drew him too far 
away from librarianship. He never did any 
really constructive work in the profession after 
he was forty in my view. 


He was, however, a magnificent servant of 
Brighton; its historian, Publicity Manager, 
Director of the Pavilion Estates, and in every 
good manner its exploiter. He acquired many 
honours, especially foreign decorations as 
reward for propagating in England the art 
of the countries bestowing them, and he was an 
early recipient of the M.B.E. when such 
honour for “librarians” was rare enough. 
His books are in library catalogues and 
amongst them are editions of James Thomson 
and Thomas Chatterton. 


*. * * 


The impression he leaves is one of strength, 
assurance, poise and real capacity, a com- 
panionable man, severe in his demands upon 
his Staff, but attracting loyalty from them. 








When he retired in 1935 his pension was a poor 
reflexion of the great services he rendered 
his town (and Brighton is not usually un- 
generous); but he was made Honorary 
Curator of the Charles Stanford Thomas 
Museum at Preston Manor ; a place bequeathed 
to the town by a former Mayor, who had been 
his personal friend, and was President of the 
Library Association forty years ago. He had a 
residence there, and there the last fifteen 
years of his life were spent in happy activity 
broken only by the loss of his devoted wife 
about two years ago. A daughter survives 
to mourn the loss of a very valuable citizen. 


* * * 


Rosert ALEXANDER PeEppIE, died in London 
on January 11th, 1951, at the age of 81 and so 
passes another of the men who were our 
pioneers in the nineties and the first ten 
years of this century. A fine speaker and 
debater, he was chairman in an early year of 
the Library Assistants’ Association and did 
much to establish that society. He held various 
library appointments, the longest being that 
of Librarian of the Typographical Library at 
St. Bride Institute in the City. This represented 
his main interest, the book in the _ biblio- 
graphical sense. On practical bibliography 
he was a master of masters. Older men and 
women recall the vast range he covered in a 
series of lectures on the subjeé Bibliographies 
and Catalogues of the World which he gave in 
the British Museum ; one student at least still 
retains three note-books filled with notes and 
annotations from that ! 


Peddie was an invincible Londoner ; his 
knowledge of the ways of Town was wide and 
his own. His book searches took him to every 
nook and cranny where books could hide; 
his discoveries were many. Early he built up a 
really great collection of catalogues, book-lists, 
subject and general bibliographies; indeed 
everything that indicates the great reference 
librarian. Peddie was that; some, in his prime, 
thought him the best-equipped reference 
librarian in the country. It is strange that he 
never was invited to a post where his great 
abilities could have play, but forty years ago 
few libraries wanted such services as he could 
render however much they really needed them. 

* * * 
He wrote several books of which his 


British Museum Reading Room, 1912, Conspectus 
Incunabulorum, 1910, 15th Century Books, 1913, 
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The Young Folks Library 


1 specially prepared sertes of excellent 
ll-written and profusely illustrated stories 


bovs and girls aged 7-1) 


TWO’S COMPANY 
By Hilda Cumings Price. The hilarious 
ulventures of a spotted dog who joined 
i circus, but finally decided to return 
ome to his young master 


THE TWINS AND BIMBO 
By Beatrice Gibbs. The twins adopt a lost 
hurt and hungry dog, very soon he becomes 
their joyous companion in an exciting 
series of adventures 

DON, DOBBIE AND DASH 
By Ruth Clarke. The adventures of a 
runaway gipsy trio- a gipsy boy, a donkey 
and a dog. The author wrote ‘‘ Bonny, the 
Pony’’ which was produced in serial form 
and entitled ‘‘Riders of the New Forest 


The Paragon Library 


Exciting stories of adventure and mystery 
specially written for readers aged 12-16 
WHITE MAGIC 
By James Shaw--Ex-Chindit. West Africa 
is the setting for this thrilling story of drug 
traffic investigation or Boys 


SECRET OF THE SOUTH 
By Capt. J. E. Gurdon, D.F.C. A strange 


search in the polar regions reveals an 


incanny and almost unbelievable secret 
For Bo 


THE FINDING YEAR 
By Jean Ashley. How Ann Frazer over- 


comes her worries and problems and 
reaches the end of her first year of adult 
life happily For Girls 


The Crown Library 


Outstanding adventure stories by the best 
zuthors for readers aged 10-14 


TERROR from the QUICKSAND 


By Ian Macdonell. The story of a lawless 


coast and a boy orphan who fights to 
unravel the plot which has been woven 
around his life For Bovs 


GEORGIE AND THE DRAGON 
By Violet M. Methley. The solving of a 
series of mysterious fires lifts the grim 
shadow of fear from the school, and makes 
in entertaining story For Girl 


All titles 6s. net each 


Our free illustrated news-sheet gives up-to- 

the-minute information on all our latest 

titles for boys and girls. 

FREDERICK WARNE & CO. LTD. 
1 Bedford Court, W.C.2 














| KNEW 
SARAH 


I BERNHARDT 


SUZE RUEFF 


Suze Rueff first met Sarah Bernhardt 
when the great actress was forty-four 
and she herself was a child. For more 
than thirty years they were close friends, 
and in this volume of memoirs the author 
is able to give first-hand impressions of 
Bernhardt in some of her most famous 
roles. Aided by an extensive collection 
of letters, telegrams and photographs, 
the author presents an intimate and 
often unusual picture of the great 
tragedienne. 


DEMY 8vo. ILLUSTRATED  15- NET 


PATERSON 
ON 
PRISONS 


EDITED BY 
Ss. R. RUCK 


In the world of prison reform the 
name of Sir Alexander Paterson is as 
famous, nationally and internationally, 
as that of two great predecessors, 
Elizabeth Fry and John Howard. The 
Borstal system as it exists to-day is 
largely his conception, and he left his 
mark on every other aspect of penal 
administration. Both as a record and 
as an inspiration to other social 
reformers, this is an important book. 


DEMY 8vo. 15 - NET 


FREDERICK MULLER 
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National Bibliographies, 1912, and Printing, 
i short History, 1927, were typical. His magnum 
opus was his Subject Index of Books, up to and 
including 1880, 1948, in four massive volumes, 
a work of immense labour and erudition which 
will preserve his memory as long as there are 
libraries. The Library Association Council 
sent him a resolution of congratulation on its 
completion. He used to attend library meetings, 
and was always good company. Visitors to 
Graftons in Great Russell Street, with which 
firm he was associated for more than 30 years, 
will miss him from his accustomed place, 
sitting at work, exactly opposite the great 
portico of the British Museum. Something 
has gone from London; and we are glad to 
know that members of the British Museum 
Staff were at his funeral. 


* * * 


Mrs. Mituicent Bearrice Jastr died at 
Twickenham on January 14th, 1951, and so 
almost the last intimate personal link with 
Louis Stanley Jast is snapped. Their marriage 
occurred in 1924 when Jast was 56 and for 
over twenty years he and she were inseparable 
in their outlook and interests. She was a 
woman of great ability, culture and charm, an 
occasional visitor to Library Association 
conferences who was welcome to a wide 
circle of their friends. After Jast’s death she 
collected a number of his poems and verses 
which were printed under the title L.S.J. for 
private circulation. 


Topicalities 
Edited by A. G. De ENSER, F.L.A. 


(Tottenham Public Libraries) 


[HESE notes are written before the detailed 
plan of recalling Class Z reservists has heen 
announced. However, there is little doubt 
that this projected recall will affect public 
library Statts. Many librarians who were in 
H.M. Forces during World War II served as 
technicians and it would appear likely that 
such technicians will be recalled to brush up 
their special knowledge for some, as yet, 
undisclosed period of time. 

Should this supposition be true staff diffi- 
culties in public libraries are bound to occur, 
particularly if allied to the absence, already on 
national service, of young male assistants. 


Such absences coupled with those occasioned 
by holidays and illness must create time-table 
problems if real public library service is to be 
maintained. 

It may be necessary for far greater sacrifices 
to be made yet, including longer hours. 
What do YOU think ? 


THIS MONTH’S CHOICE 

To produce one outstanding publication is 
within the realm of possibility for any public 
library authority but to maintain a consistently 
high Standard is infinitely more difficult 
especially of a series. DERBYSHIRE manages 
to accomplish both. Their “Twenty Books” 
series are a revelation in printing and seleétivity. 
Two other publications The Child and The Law 
merely proclaim a county library system ever- 
awake and progressive. 





HONOURABLE MENTION 

EASTBOURNE’S New Books. A fold-over 
issued for Christmas, 1950, in blue on grey, 
Included is a tribute to the retiring Deputy, 
Mr. A. M. Hamblyn. 


GLASGOW’S Songs of Burns. A brochure 
listing sele€ted books on the songs of Scotland’s 
own bard. 

HOVE’S Books for Chriftmas. A pamphlet 
for junior readers, with a delightful cover 
design. 

ISLINGTON’S Bulletin, January, 1951. The 
familiar fold-over in black on grey-blue. 
Typography, lay-out, headings and news 
items all display quality. 

LEEDS’ The Book Guide, January, 1951. If | 
was on a desert island and restricted to 
receiving only six periodicals regularly, this 
would be one of my choices, 

PADDINGTON’S- Lectures ana Films, 
Spring, 1951. A foolscap folded in four, in 
green on white. 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE’S Infroduction and 
New Books, Winter, 1950-1. Two excellent 
publications, especially the former, which is 
illustrated and contains all essential information, 

READING’S Rownd the Fire-side. A fold- 
over in black and red on white for junior 
readers. The annotations, line-blocks and 
clarity of type make this an outstanding 
example of public library publicity for children, 
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has proved invaluable in many libraries. Now 

the Recordak Division of Kodak Limited has 
begun to record The Times Literary and Educational 
Supplements in yearly sections. The complete 
series of 1950 issues of these two valuable publi- 
cations is now available in this compact, easily 
handled form. They can be consulted on any self- 
contained library reader. 

Recordings of the Supplements for subsequent years 
will be issued early in the year following publication. 


Th: microfilm recording of The Times newspaper 











Price : The Times Literary or Educational Supplement for 1950 


{either Supplement complete on one film] - - £3 0 0 

K 0 D A K L | | ( 
RECORDAK DIVISION OF imite 
Dept. 103, Adelaide House, London Bridge, London, E.C.4. Tel. : MANsion House 9936 
and at I! Peter Street, Manchester, 2. Tel. : BLAckfriars 8918. 





* Kodak * and * Recordak’ are registered trade-marks. 
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Memorabilia 


We are glad to hear that Penge is to abandon 
its method of recruiting girls for librarianship 
as if for a blind alley occupation. Our readers 
may recall that the scheme was to take local 
girls into the service and to give them a 
ceiling wage of £5 a week, more or less, as 
adults and no hope of qualifications. This was 
to be done on the assertion that the Committee 
were tired of training recruits for other 
libraries, a theory which if followed by all 
libraries would mean that there would be no 
trained librarians anywhere. 

+ 4 * 

It has been suggested that a small handbook 
of Etiquette for Librarians who are Beginning is 
much to be desired. In the Hull Staff Bulletin 
for November occurs this sentence, which 
echoes what has often been said by other 
librarians : “‘No amount of hard work by the 
executive staff to improve the service, by the 
pooling of ideas, reorganisation plans, outside 
leéturing and extra duties will count for much 
if it is to be nullified by rudeness on the part 
of any more junior members of the Staff.” 
And, we would add, any more senior. What is, 
and what is not discourtesy is not always 
recognized by young librarians and _ they 
sometimes ape their seniors in this important 
matter. They may, in some cases, be prone 
to carry to the reader the insolence they them 
selves have to endure from those in charge of 
them; but such cases are fortunately less 
frequent than they were; in fact, we think 
the average assistant is too proud of his or her 
reputation for kindness and courtesy to repel 
readers. Kindness appears to be to us the 
operative word. Even when readers are 
impertinent, which very occasionally happens, 
assistants should remember that they, them- 


selves, are gentlefolk. ‘““Good-manners”’ is a 
better phrase than “etiquette.” 
. * * 


It has been not uncommon in libraries to 
keep a Diary of Public Events in which are 
entered all the fixtures made in the library area, 
the purpose being to inform both organizers 
and those who attend them, so that the first 
may avoid clashes with other town meetings 
so tar as possible. Hull issues a Diary of Events, 
through its Information Service which is at 
the Central Library, an eight-page monthly 
duplicated list of all the cultural meetings of 
the city. In its first year the City Information 
Bureau dealt with 35,000 enquiries. 





Library Reports 


By Henry C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 


COLCHESTER.—Borough Librarian, Arthur T, 
Austing, F.L.A. Population (est.), 52,520, 
Rate, 6.76d. Income from Rate, £10,318, 
Total Stock, 64,110. Additions, 7,330. 
Withdrawals, 6,371. Total Issues, 557,179, 
Tickets, 21,342. 

lhis is the first report of a full year’s service in the 
new building, and the first occasion on which a book 
circulation of over half a million volumes has been 

recorded. The year’s increased issue amounted t 

59,057. A grant from the Group Hospital Management 

Committee has enabled the Library to maintain an 

augmented service at the County Hospital. 

FutHaM.—Borough Librarian, William T. Creed, 
A.L.A. Population (est.), 124,040. Rate, 
7.0d. Income from Rate, £34,145. Total 
Stock, 121,854. Additions, 17,950. With- 
drawals, 18,166. Total Issues, 823,053. 
Tickets, 76,102. Branches, 3. 
his Report covers the past two years, figures given 

ibove are for last year only. The most notable event of 

the period was the eStablishment of the Baron’s Court 

Library. This new addition to the service is in a tem 

porary prefabricated building which is surrounded by a 

most attractive public garden. Last year’s circulation 

figures fell below those of the vear previous, but wer 


on par with those of 1947-48. 

Guiascow. — City Librarian, Andrew B: 
Paterson. Population (est.), 1,105,500. 
Rate, 4.011d. Income from Rate, £202,007. 
Total Stock, 1,211,546. Additions, 79,318. 
Withdrawals, 34,298. Total Issues, 4,500,604. 
Borrowers, 159,108. Branches, 30. 


\ new branch library in the Mosspark District 
and a temporary branch at Houschillwood were opened 
during the year here reviewed. A number of the older 
branch libraries have been modernized and refurnished. 
rhe Mitchell Library continues to add to its reputation 
of being one of the foremost general reference libraries 
in the country. Book circulation showed a decline con 
pared with last year, although there was a good increase 
in the number of books lent to children. The Report is 
nicely illustrated. 

RicHMOND (Surrey). —- Borough Librarian, 
Gilbert Turner, F.L.A. Population, 42,090. 
Rate, 4.57d. Income from Rate, £10,296. 
Total Stock, 78,997. Additions, 5,193. 

hae - ak tes patos 
Withdrawals, 5,368. Total Issues, 378,503. 
Borrowers, 11,266. 

Ihe year being reviewed witnessed the comple tot 
ot the reorganization scheme begun in 1946 The 
Library is now attraétively planned and decorated, and 
last year each department was called upon to greater 
degrees than ever before. Book circulation was doubk 
that of the year before the replanning began. Con 
siderable progress has also been made towards the 
projected branch library at Ham. 
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Book Selection Guide 


A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


BaGiey (Wm. A.) Faéts and How to Find 
Them. Fourth Edition. (A Guide to sources 
ot Information and to the Method of 
Systematic Research). Pitman. 8s. 6d. net. 

\ concise and useful handbook for journalists, 
authors, lecturers and, in short, for all who are in search 
of faéts, pure and simple It shows the reader how to 
do research work, how to use the libraries and how to 
make use of the books he requires when he finds them 
Methods of note-taking and classitication, the uses of 
press-cuttings, indexes, ctc., are explained, and the whole 
cannot fail to help the beginnner as well as the advanced 
Student 
BenTtLey (Nicolas), Ed. Fred Bason’s Diary. 

Frontis. Wingate. 8s. 6d. net. 

\ hotchpotch of cockney dialogue, book-selling, 
and autograph-hunting which will appeal to all ad 
mirers of Fred Bason. Other readers may find this diar\ 
an East End bookseller who travels over Europe a 
little too self-conscious. 


CorpINnGLey (R. A.), M.A., F.R.LB.A. The 
Story of Architecture. Illus. Frontis. in col. 
Batsford. 10s. 6d. net. 

\ revised edition with improved illustrations and 

any additions 

Croy (O. R.) The Complete Art of Printing 
and Enlarging. Illus. Focal Press. 18s. 6d. 
net. 

\ book for all photographers dealing with the art 
of printing and enlarging, from elementary Stages to 
the finer points. Simple to follow and well illustrated, 
it should prove extremely useful 
Exuts (H.) Four Main Lines. Illus. and col. 

pits. Allen & Unwin. 16s. Od. net. 

The author has extraéted the romance from the 
history of the English and Scottish Railways. It is 
not very technical, but eminently readable and the 
illustrations, both photographic and reproduétion of 
coloured drawings, add considerably to the interest of 
the volume. Many Stories add to its interest, for 
instance that of the Crampton Tartan Locomotive 
which the author had previously doubted, but here 
gives the detail and a picture ! 

Exurs (Havelock) From Marlowe to Shaw. 
Ed. by John Gawsworth. Frontis. Williams 


& Norgate. 15s. Od. net. 

Essays by the great psychological writer and 
thinker, Havelock Ellis, in which he gives the reader 
seleéted Studies of Shakespeare, Samuel Johnson, Sir 
Walter Scott, Shelley, Robert Browning, Swinburne, 
H. G. Wells, George Bernard Shaw and Thomas Hardy. 
The book has been edited by John Gawsworth, and 
there is prefatory letter by Thomas Hardy. 

Erwin (Malcolm) The Strange Case of 
Robert Louis Stevenson. Illus. Macdonald. 
12s, 6d. net. 

Malcolm Elwin, who is a well-known authority 
on Viétorian literature, has celebrated the centenary of 


Robert Louis Stevenson s birth by writing this inter 
esting work concerning Stevenson's marriage to Fanny 
Osbourne, who according to Mr. Elwin, was the 
controlling influence of his literary career as well as 
his life. He describes Stevenson’s curious personality 
and discloses facts hitherto not known to the general 
public. In addition there are excellent photographs 
Fry (Christopher) Venus Observed. A Play. 
Oxford University Press : Geoffrey Cumber- 
lege. 6s. Od. net. 

Christopher Fry is one of our most talented new 
playwrights and this play comes after his great success 
of The Lady's Not For Burning. It is an entirely different 
theme, showing, as it does, father and son in competition 
for the same woman. The rivalry has been caused by 
Venus in her transit. Undoubtedly, this play will great! 
interest the general public, for it is simply, though 
unusually, told in verse form and the Style is amazingly 
witty. 

GriGson (Geoffrey) Introduction by. Horse 
and Rider. Eight Centuries of Equestrian 
Paintings. Illus. Some in col. Thames & 


Hudson. 12s. 6d. net. 

A seleétion of equestrian paintings produced in 
Europe during the last eight centuries ranging from 
symbolical, mediaeval illustrations of Christ and his 
disciples to the modern racecourses. The paintings of 
such immortals as Raphael, Titian, Rembrandt, Van 
Dyck, and Delacroix appear throughout the pages of 
this work. There are sixty-four plates in photogravure, 
two colour plates and an interesting Introduction by 
Geoffrey Grigson. 

Hattows (R. W.) Atoms and Atomic Energy’ 
Illus. Chapman & Hall. 10s. 6d. net. 

The author has set down in “‘layman’s language 
the Story of the atom and of atomic energy so that every 
body can understand it. Usually, books on the atom 
bomb are written by eminent physicists and mathema- 
ticians. Mr. R. W. Hallows, who is a T.D., M.A. 
Cantab., M.I.E.E., makes his Story as vitally interesting 
is a first-class dete&tive novel, but he reveals the truth 


and mystery of the atom as far as he knows it. 


Harper (Allanah) All Trivial Fond Records. 


Grey Walls Press. 12s. 6d. net. 

A charming autobiography of a clever writer, in 
which she tells of her Edwardian childhood and 
Georgian youth and gives the reader nostalgic descrip- 
tions of a vanished era. Allanah Harper writes of 
England, giving vivid impressions of her life in other 
lands, for she has lived in France, America, Italy, Spain, 
Egypt, China and South Africa. The author's 
sensitive approach to her diverse subjeéts is remarkable 
and her book contains an abundance of entertaining 
scenes and amusing episodes. 

Harp (Gerald) The Riddle of the Flying 
Saucers. Is Another World Watching ° 
Illus. Carroll & Nicholson. 10s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Gerald Heard has Studied the question ot 
Flying Saucers from A to Z, and anyone who is 
interested in these mySterious manifestations should 
read his conclusions which are clearly expressed and 
comprehensive as far as such a subjeét can be logically 
regarded as explained. His findings cover the last three 
years, though tradition has it that similar phenomena 
have been known for two or three hundred years— 
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BRANCH 
LIBRARY 
PRACTICE 


BY 
A. G. S. ENSER, Fu.a. 


Deputy-Director of Libraries and Museum 
lottenham 


With an introduction 
by 
LESLIE M. REES, r.x.a. 


Chief Librarian of Swansea 
Demy 8vo0, illus. 215. od. net 


LONDON 
GRAFTON & CO. 
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— 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
TYPOGRAPHY 
and BOOKS on 

PRINTING 
LIBRARIES & LIBRARIANSHIP 
BOOK ILLUSTRATION 
PUBLISHING & BOOKSELLING 
PALAEOGRAPHY & CALLIGRAPHY | 
BOOKBINDING 
FACSIMILES & REPRINTS 
PAPER 


General English Literature 


We Specialise in Supplying Libraries 


i, CECIL COURT, 
CHARIN ‘ROSS RD., LONDON, W.C.2 

















NOW READY 





“THE CHARTERHOUSE 
WE KNEW” 


By eight Old Carthusians 


What makes a school great? 


These reminiscences, covering 
the period 1882-1945, answer 
the question. 


“This book will be of great 
value.’’—Publishers’ Circular. 


Demy 8vo. 10s. 6d. net. 


BRITISH TECHNICAL 
AND GENERAL PRESS 








GilLpcRT STACEY’S 
MUSICK SHOPPE 
SPECIALISTS IN THE SUPPLY OF 
NEW AND SECOND-HAND MUSIC 
TO LIBRARIES AND COLLEGES 





Lists of the following second-hand 
Music and Books now available : 


Operatic Scores 

Oratorios 

Chamber Music 

Musical Comedy Scores 

Full Orchestral Scores 

Books on Music and Rare Items 


142 CHARING CROSS ROAD 
LONDON, W.C.2 


TemMPLeE BaR 3268 
Open Daily (including Saturday) 9-30 to 5-30 
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though not to the full extent as of late. As the subject 
s one of pure speculation, the book will appeal par 
ticularly to those who are more interested in possi 
bilities than in faéts 


HoLtpEN (W. H.) Ed... 


Knew. British Technical and General Press. 


The Charterhouse We 


10s. 6d. net. 

\U) Old Carthusians will find this book of special 
interest to them for it concerns Charterhouse School 
between the years 1882 and 1945, and was written by 
eight Old Carthusians who were there between these 
years. Charterhouse School was founded in 1611 by 
Thomas Sutton and is one of the best-known Public 
Schools in England. It will have an especial appeal to 
those who regard with pride this part of our tradition 


and greatness, namely, the English Public School 


HuURLIMANN (Bettina) Introduction by. Child 
ren’s Portraits. The World of the Child in 
European Painting. Illus. Some in col. 
Thames & Hudson. 12s. 6d. net. 

\ collection of children’s portraits of all types 
painted in Europe since the fifteenth century ranging 
from the Spanish Infanta to the Breton peasant-children 
lhere are cighty plates in photogravure and three 
plates in colour, and the famous paintings of Holbein, 
Rubens, Van Dyck, Rembrandt, Velazquez, Hogarth, 
Reynolds, Gainsborough, Constable, Renoir, Gaugin, 
etc., are produced here. The Introduétion describes the 
social and educational upheavals which have taken plac« 
during the periods depitted in addition to which there 
are descriptive notes for Casy refc rence 


KENNEDY (Margaret) Jane Austen. Arthur 
Barker. 6s. Od. net. 


A further addition to the English Novelists serics 

it will give the general reader an introduction to the 

lite and place in literature of one of our ercatest 
vriters tf her parti ular rie ld 


Low (Professor A. M.) It’s Bound to Happen. 
Illus. Burke. 10s. 6d. net. 

An account by Professor A. M. Low of what the 
vorld will be like during the next hundred years 
\s far back as 1925 he forecast the future, and all the 
events he prophesied cam¢ to pass. The author presents 
his faéts in non-technical language concerning people 
in every walk of life, and such matters as elec 
ynically heated clothing, automatic dust colleétors, 
ind internal television which will enable a mother to 
watch her baby in another room, or over the garden 


wall 


Maxursy (H. F. 


Hutchinson. 21s. Od. net. 
lhe humorous memoirs ot a well-known aétor, 
play and film writer, who wrote The Rofters among 
other successes. His reminiscences include his early 
life in South Africa, Bath Society in the early ‘eighties, 
his war experiences in World Wars I and II, and his 
early Struggles as a provincial actor before he achieved 


Ring Up The Curtain. Illus. 


fame. The book is peopled with literary, art and 
dramatic personalities known to the author, and he 
has not been content merely to talk “‘shop.”’ 


Marcext (Gabriel) The MyStery of Being. 
Reflection and MryStery. 
15s. Od. net. 

Contains a series of lectures which the author gave 


Harvill Press. 


at Aberdeen as Gifford Leéturer in 1949 and 1950, 
He believes there is a great need for humanity to rise 
above the mechanised world and to pay more attention 
to spiritual thinus. His second volume will follow later 


Menjou (Adolphe) It Took Nine Tailors. 
Sampson Low. 10s. 6d. 

\n entertaining and vivid account of one of the 
outstanding personalities of the screen \dolphe 
Menjou writes his autobiography, commencing with 
his early days in the tilm world up to present times 
There is a Foreword by Clark Gable, and in his book 
the author introduces us to many famous film Stars 
All those interested in films and film Stars will appreciate 
this work. 


MircHeE.y (George A.) and MrrcHe.t (A. M. 
Building Construction and Drawing. Part | 
Elementary Coursz2. illus. Batsford. 10s. 6d. 


net. 
In this, the 20th edition of the Elementary Course 
ot Buildine Conftruction and Drawing, the authors have 


made revisions and additions which are more important 
nd extensive than ever before The book is intended 
is a textbook on the principles and details of moder 
construétion for the use of students and practi al men 
especially Students entering for the Examinations of the 
Royal Institute of British Architeéts, the Roval Institu 
tion of Chartered Suvevors, the Institute of Builders 
Chartered Auétioneers’ and Estate Agents’ Institute 
und many other important public examinations. The 


work has been thoroughly revised and completely r 

illustrated under the editorship of Mr. W.. Hannetord- 

Smith, Hon. \.R.LB.A 

MocGrince (Stephen) Talking Shop. _ Illus. 
Lutterworth. 9s. 6d. net. 

This is a tale that will be appreciated by all true 
book-lovers of the type that fit Mr. Mogridye’s ows 
detinition. Many of them probably dream of owning 
their own shop one day, and this Story does, indeed 


make it seem surprisingly simple. The author's pleasant 
easy Stvle in writing of the many odd people and events 
that pass through his shop makes readable 


amusinu book 
Moss (W. Stanley) Ill Met by Moonlight. 
Illus. Harrap. 10s. 6d. net. 

This Storv, which was the “‘Daily Mail Book of the 
Month,”’ was only recently allowed to be published b 
the War Office, now that some years have elapsed since 
the cessation of hoStilities. It tells of the capture of a 
famous German Major-General Karl Kreipe during 1944 
in Crete by British forces, accompanied by ten guerillas 
and of his subsequent transport into the hills after which 
he was eventually taken to Egypt. It is a true Story of 
the bravery and skill of our own fighting men during 
the second world war 
Moror Car Manuats. Reference libraries 

will be interested to hear thata series of work- 
shop manuals for individual British cars 
have been issued by Scientific Magazine 
Publishing Co., (European agents Messrs., 
Publishers Sales Service Ltd., 28/9 South- 
ampton Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.) 

These manuals should not be confused with the 
ordinary hand books which are supplied with new 
models. The workshop manuals are technical books 
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giving full instructions on fault-tinding, dismantling, 
repairing or replacing parts and re-assembling. They 
are fully illustrated, bound in stiff board, size demi 


quarto, price { 1. Manuals now available are:- Austin 
440, HittmMAN Minx, and STANDARD VANGUARD. 
In preparation and to be issued shortly are:- AvusTIN 


\70, Morris Srx, Morris Minor, Forp, Jowett 
JavELIN, WotseLey 4/50, WorseLtey 6/80 and Car 
ELECTRICAL Systems (Lucas). 

Perret (E. C.) Shakespeare and the Romance 
Tradition. Intro. by H. S. Bennett. Staples 
Press. 12s. 6d. net. 

\t the first sight of this volume, the thought comes 
the reader as to the exaét distinétion between 

Shakespeare’s “romantic comedies’ and the others, 
und he has to be satisfied with the definition that they 
are comprised by the early, non-historical plays. This 
is perhaps not subscribed to by everybody but it serves 
the author’s purpose and in Chapter IV of his work he 
enlarges on it. There are many other good and inter 
esting subjeéts which he develops in his text, such 
as a Study of Spenser and Sir Philip Sidney, and the 
works of Lyly and of Greene. The whole torms an 
mportant contribution to a Study of the romantic 
drama of the period. 

Raw inGs (G. P.) The Slide Rule. In Theory 
and Practice. Illus. Percival Marshall. 


9s. 6d. net. 

This book is divided into three parts and the first 
nart sketches the mathematical ideas underlying the 
construation of the Slide Rule, and the use to which it 
may be put. Part II gives the reader a clear appreciation 
f the principles on which the Slide Rule is designed and 
Part III is concerned with the aétual technique of using 

Slide Rule There are some first-class illustrated 
examples and the book is intended for the beginner and 
for those to whom the Slide Rule is still a problem 


ReyNotps (Father Anthony) Everyman’s 
Catholic Church. Illus. Paternoster 


Publications. 4s. Od. net. 

[his book is intended for those who have no real 
knowledge of the Catholic religion, and explains in 
simple language the true meaning of Catholicism and its 
fight against Communism. It will be of invaluable 
assistance to non-Catholics, who are marrying Catholics, 
and to those under instruétion in the faith. The author 
has been a Catholic since the age of twelve, and wrote 
this book while he was Secretary to the great apostle, 
Archbishop Amigo of Southwark. 

THompson (J. Alan) One the Sun Remembers. 
Andrew Dakers. 12s. 6d. net. 

\ realistic account of a young man’s experiences, 
both emotional and adventurous, and his travels to the 
farthest corners of the earth The author takes the 
reader to exotic and remote places and describes the 
people of these countries ; their beauty, their cruelty, 
his own love life, his bitterness, his revelations and his 
thoughts for the future, and the tragedy of his wasted 
years. 

TrottopE (Anthony) An _ Autobiography. 
Illus. Geoffrey Cumberlege : Oxford Uni- 


versity Press. 15s. Od. net. 
lroliope’s autobiography was not intended by its 
author to be the Story of his own life, but merely 
of his literary work, and as guidance to future authors. 
The general public, however, want to know something 


more about this great author’s personality. The book 

has been edited by Michael Sadleir and Frederick Page, 

and there are interesting illustrations by John Johnson, 

Watson (Francis) Dawson of Penn. Frontis- 
piece. Chatto & Windus. 18s. Od. net. 

\n illuminating biography of the famous physician, 
Viscount Dawson of Penn, who was doétor to four 
kings. He was the friend as well as the doétor of the 
entire Roval Family for more than a generation, of 
many of the celebrities of his time, and of many very 
humble patients. His life was dedicated to the service 
of humanity and the author has drawn an admirable 
picture of this great man. 

WixturaAms (Gwyn) The Rent That’s Due To 
Love. Editions Poetry, London. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

This is the first authentic collection of Welsh 
poetry with English translations to be published in 
this country. The Welsh and English texts are given 
side by side, and there can be no doubt that the volume 
will be invaluable to all poets and poetry lovers. 
Professor Williams, in his introduétion, has explained 
the relationship between Welsh and English poetry, 
and has dwelt especially on the beauty of Welsh poetry. 

FICTION 

Bares (H. E.) The Scarlet Sword. Joseph. 
10s. 6d. net. 

The scene of this new novel takes place at a Catholic 
Mission in Kashmir where about sixty people of many 
nationalities are trapped by the fierce onrush of the 
Pathans and Afridis in the riots and massacres which ' 
occurred in India during 1947. They include the nuns, 
two priests, many Sikh and Hindu women and children, 
a war correspondent named Crane, a young English 
girl and her mother, and a dancer from Bombay. 
Several of these people are killed in the first murderous 
onslaught of the Pathans. The younger of the two 
priests, Father Simpson, eventually finds his true self 
during those unnerving days in spite of the continual 
teasing and banter of the Colonel and the war corres 
pondent, for the priest is unworldly, and his faith and 
courage have been rudely shaken. 

BIRMINGHAM (George A.) Two Scamps. 
Methuen. 9s. 6d. net. 

rhe setting of this novel is a village on the coast 
of Northern Ireland where a scapegrace named Dick 
Murphy has returned to his old home after a somewhat 
shady career. By chance Dick meets again his gaol 
friend, Dai Morgan who has an attra¢tive sister, Lydia. 
The two men enter into lawless schemes in order to 
make money quickly, but the police become suspicious 
of them. However, they escape their just deserts, and 
Lydia finds unexpected romance. A breezy Story full 
of adventure told in the late author’s well-known Style. 
BorroME (Phyllis) Fortune’s Finger. Faber. 

9s. Od. net. 

A volume of short Stories. The author has chosen 
the title ‘‘Fortune’s Finger’ because in each case she 
shows the point at which “Fortune’s Finger’’ inter- 
venes in one’s destiny. It is well up to her usual standard, 
BurForD (Eleanor) The Love Child. Jenkins. 

8s. 6d. net. 

\ good Story in which impulsive and passionate 
young people live indiscreetly and have to suffer for it. 
I'he various chara¢ters provide separate sections of the 
novel. 
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HemINGWAY (Ernest) Across the River and 
Into the Trees. Cape. 9s. 6d. net. 
Ihe background of this popular novelist’s new 
vy is Venice he hero is ¢ olonel Richard ( antwell 
of the United States Army. The period is 1946 and love 
well intermingled with tragedy. A notable addition 
» Mr. Hemingway's earlier works 
Moravia (Alberto) Disobedience. Translated 
by Angus Davidson. Secker & Warburg. 
7s. 6d. net. 
Mr. Moravia 


f Rome, his new novel concerns a young 


sensational success with 


aged fifteen, his psychological changes, his 

adolescent mind, his love lite, and finally 

is restored to sanity and healt! utter acut« 
happiness at d thoughts ot suicick 

WALLENSTEIN (Marcel) Tuck’s Girl. Con 

table. 10s. 6d. net. 

\n exciting crook drama at the time ot Pro 

in America with its setting in Kansas City 

Anna Garrish, a reformatory girl, who is 

bad ways, and of her devotion to a murderous 

teer, named Tuck. Tuck has been imprisoned, 

i Anna determines to effeét his release. Many adven 

ires ensue before a solution of the problem is reached 


his novel is a Book Society Recommendation. 


Wire (Nelia Gardner) The Pink House. 
Constable. 10s. 6d. net. 

Trumpet has written a 

r for it 1s the tale of 


eventual] finds truc 


ran, a little, lan ri, Who 


ippiness after hi r avainst tremendous odds. 


JUNIOR 
Biyron (Enid) The Pole Star Family. Illus. 
Col. frontis. Lutterworth. 4s. Od. net. 
\nother Enid Blyton tale for children concerning 
Mike, Belinda and Ann, and this time they vo off on a 
with their parents and Granny in a big ship 
far. This well-known authoress writes up to 


tandard in this exciting Story of the children’s 


: Tove) Finn Family Moomintroll. 
Illus. Benn. 6s. Od. net. 

\ book for children written by Miss Tove 
unsen, who is half Swedish and Finnish, but lives in 


Finland. She introduces to children the Moomintrolls, 
Homulon, Snufkin and Snuff and their antics in the 


Finnish Forests 
Macvicar (Angus) Stubby Sees It Through. 
Illus. Col. frontis. Burke. 5s. Od. net. 
[his Story was recently serialised in the B.B.C. 
Children’s Hour, and concerns “Stubby” Scott, who 
ip nil at a well-known public school He is a born 
leader, and forms a society with three other boys in the 
dungeon below their historical school to rid it of all 
tyrants, expecially Mr. Heétor Todd 
NEW EDITIONS 
Conen-PortTHEtM (Paul) The Spirit ot London. 
Illus. Col. frontis. Batsford. 12s. 6d. net. 
\n outstanding work which gives the reader a 
ue picture of London, not merely as a vuide book but 


in the manner of a journey. It is well illustrated. The 
withor knows his London intimately. 


Foster (R. F.) Foster’s Complete Hoyle. An 
Encyclopaedia of Games. Illus. Lippincott, 
$3.00. 

(his revised edition runs to XX1V, 698 pages and 
contains 278 games and variations, including the laws 
of Gin Rummy, CanaStra and revisions of the latest 
forms of Contract Bridgc rhe author has made the 
subject of games a life-Study and both he and the 
publishers are to be complimented on this compre- 
hensive volume. 

MERCER (Frank A.) and Rosner (Charles), Eds, 
Modern Publicity 1950-1. Illus. Some in 
col. Studio Publications. 30s. Od. net. 

I'he work contains some 600 reproductions, 52 in 
colour. It covers the advertising art of 24 countries 
carefully selected by the Editors from representative 
posters, showcards, booklets, folders and the facsimiles 
of numerous actual advertisements. There is no need 
therefore to Stress its usefulness to all those who are 
concerned with publicity of this character, as it will 
be in certain demand. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


\puLT EDUCATION Activities FoR PuBiic Lrprarizs, 
Unesco. 1950. 4s. Od. net.—-BoOKBINDING FOR THE 
Boox-Lover, by |]. S. Hewitt Bates. 6d.—Booxks on 
PERSECUTION, TERROR AND RESISTANCE IN Nazi 
Germany, Wiener Library. 2s. 6d.—D1rectorigs AND 
ANNUALS, City of Westminster Central Reference 
Library, 1950.—Economic PorenriAL oF COLONIAL 
\rrica, United Africa Company.—Fakes AND For- 
GERIES IN THE Frne Arts, by Robert George Reisner, 
Special Libraries Association, New York, 1950. 
HELSINGIN KAUPUNGIN KIRJASTON VUOSIKERTOMUS, 
Vuddelta, 1948, Helsinki, Finland.—Lisrary BrnpInG, 
Library Binders’ Memorandum No. 1. 1s. Od. British 
Federation of Master Printers.—Lres Locomorives A 
VAPEUR DE LA S.N.C.F.—Porrery THROUGH THE AGES, 
by Desmond Eyles, Doulton. 2s. 6d. net.—-Proyec- 
rionists Fautt FrinpinGc CuHarr, Fountain Press. 
2s. 6d. net. STRAIGHTFORWARD PRINTMAKING, by L. A. 
Mannheim, Focal Press. 5s. Od. net.—Town AND 
CountrY PLANNING, by |. Kekwick and Robert S. W. 
Pollard, Stevens. 4s. Od. net Unrrep Europe, by 
Sydney D. Bailey, National News-Letter. 2s. 6d. net.— 
Unrrep States At tases, The Library of Congress, 
Washington, 1950.—TuHe WesTERN IstEs, The Lewis 
Association Reports, No. 6. WorKING Parry ReE- 
ports, Association of Certified and Corporate Accoun- 
tants. 2s. Od. net. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
\CCOUNTANTS’ JOURNAL, January, 1951. 
\MERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BUL- 
LETIN, December, 1950. AMATEUR BOOK 
COLLECTOR, December, 1950.—BRITISH BOOKS 
rO COME, Oétober-November, 1950.—BULLETIN 
FOR LIBRARIES, Unesco, December, 1950.— 
DEICHMANBLADET, November-December, 1950.— 
EDITION, January, 1951. FUNDAMENTAL 
EDUCATION ABSTRACTS, Unesco, November, 
1950 GLAMORGAN COUNTY MAGAZINE, 
No. 9 New Series, 1950.—LIBRARIAN, December, 
1950.—LIBRARY OF CONGRESS QUARTERLY 
JOURNAL, November, 1950.—PHOTOGRAMS OF 
THE YEAR, 1951, Lliffe. 7s. 6d.—Sr. PANCRAS 
JOURNAL, November-December, 1950. — STATE 
LIBRARY, Pretoria, August, 1950.—STEEL NEWS, 
November and December, 1950.—WILSON LIBRARY 
BULLETIN, December, 1950. 








